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Strokes 

Stroke Name Direction 
 点 diăn dot  

 横 héng horizontal  

 竖 shù vertical  

 撇 piĕ left-falling  

 捺 nà right-falling  

 提 tí rising  

 钩 gōu hook 

 折 zhé turning 

Basic Rules 

Rule Example Stroke Order 
First horizontal, then vertical   
First left-falling, then right-falling   
From top to bottom   
From left to right   
First outside, then inside   
Finish inside, then close   
Middle, then the two sides   

How to write a héng and a shù 
♦ A héng must be kept level but may be raised slightly at the right end.  The spaces between 

héng must be even.  Héng must be of different lengths, usually the one on top is shorter 
than the one below.  If there are three héng, the middle one is the shortest, e.g.:  

 

♦ A shù must be perpendicular.  If there are two or more shù in a character, they should be 
parallel with even spaces in between and differ in length, usually with the left one a bit 
shorter than the right one, e.g.:   
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How to write a piĕ 
♦ There are three kinds of piĕ: horizontal ( ), slanting (  ) and vertical (  ) 

♦ The horizontal piĕ ( ) is usually shorter and somewhat level, e.g.:  
 

♦ A slanting piĕ (  ) is made slightly inclined to the left and is of medium length, e.g.:  
 

♦ A vertical piĕ (  ) must be kept somewhat vertical and rather long, e.g.:  
 

♦ In characters which contain several piĕ, see that they should be different from one another 
in length, e.g.:   

♦ In characters which contain two similar piĕ (  ), see that the one above is shorter than the 
one below, e.g.:  .  In Characters with three such piĕ (  ), see that the 
one below starts from under the middle of the one above, e.g.:   

How to write a nà 
♦ There are three kinds of  nà: short (  ), long (  ) and horizontal-long ( ). 

♦ A short nà must be of medium length, e.g.:   

♦ A long nà must be somewhat longer, e.g.:    

♦ A horizontal-long nà must be kept somewhat level and even longer, e.g.:  
 

♦ If a character has more than one nà, only the main one is kept and the others are turned into 
diăn, e.g.:                       

 

♦ In characters which contain a piĕ and a nà as well, they are symmetrical and are written as 
such, e.g.:   

How to write a diăn (All diăn are longish like fruit pips.) 
♦ There are four kinds of diăn: short ( ), long ( ), left-and-right ( ) and four parallel ( ). 

♦ A short diăn must be short and roundish at the lower end, e.g.:   

♦ A long diăn must be somewhat longer and narrower, e.g.:   

♦ The left-and-right diăn must be symmetrical, e.g.:   

♦ In writing the four parallel diăn, the first diăn must incline somewhat to the left while the 
fourth diăn to the right.  The two in between should be a bit smaller than the other two, e.g.:  
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How to write a gōu, a tí and a zhé 
♦ There are three kinds of gōu: horizontal ( ), vertical ( ) and slanting ( ).  All these gōu 

must be forceful and sturdy, e.g.:   
 

♦ A tí (  ) must be short and forceful, e.g.:   

♦ A horizontal zhé (  ) must look natural, e.g.:   

♦ A vertical zhé (  ) must look forceful and sturdy, e.g.:   

♦ A héngzhégōu (  ) and a shùwānggōu (  ) both look forceful and natural, e.g.:  
       

Characters which have no other components 
Quite a number of Chinese characters are composed of only a few strokes and have no other 
components.  Since there are only a few basic strokes in characters of this kind, each stroke plays an 
important role.  Therefore, in writing such a character, one must see that each stroke is placed at its 
proper position and the whole character is well-balanced, or else the character will look awkward. 

♦ In a longish character, the héng must be shorter than the shù, e.g.:  
 

♦ In a shortish character, the héng must be longer than the shù, e.g.: 
 

♦ A shù must be right in the middle of the character, e.g.:  

♦ A piĕ and a nà, if they cross each other, cross at the centre of the character, e.g.: 
 

Characters with one component on top of the other 
♦ If the upper component consists of fewer strokes than the lower one, it occupies a smaller 

space, e.g.:  

♦ If the upper component consists of more strokes than the lower one, it occupies a bigger 
place, e.g.:  

♦ If the two components are made of the same thing, the upper component is made smaller 
than the lower one, e.g.:  

Two components side by side 
♦ If the left-hand component consists of fewer strokes than the right-hand one, it occupies a 

smaller space, e.g.:  

♦ If the left-hand component consists of more strokes than the right-hand one, it occupies a 
bigger space, e.g.:  
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♦ In some characters, the two components must be of similar height and breadth, e.g.: 
 

♦ In some characters, if the two components are made of the same thing, the left-handed 
component is made smaller than the right-hand one, e.g.: 

 

♦ The left-hand component, if it is a short one, should be placed a little above the middle of 
the character, e.g.:  

♦ The right-hand component, if it is a short one, should be placed a little below the middle of 
the character, e.g.:  

♦ If a character is made up of three components, they must be of similar height and breadth, 
e.g.:  

One component enclosed in the other 
♦ If the enclosure comes from above, the enclosed component should be a bit near to the top 

stroke of the enclosure, e.g.:  

♦ If the enclosure comes from below, the enclosed component should be a bit near to the 
bottom stroke of the enclosure, which is of medium length, e.g.:  

♦ If the enclosure comes from the left, the enclosed component must be somewhat close to it.  
The bottom stroke of the component “ ” must be a little longer than its top stroke: e.g.: 

 

♦ If the enclosure comes from the right, the enclosed component must be somewhat close to 
the upper cover stroke on the right, e.g.:  

♦ If the enclosure is the component “  ”, it must be of rectangular shape, and the enclosed 
component stands in the middle and should be made well-balanced and plump, e.g.: 

 

Other Rules 
♦ If the component on the left starts with a dot stroke, one must see that the dot is not too 

much to the left, e.g.:  

♦ If the characters has a dot stroke above the right upper cover, one must see that it is not 
placed too far away, e.g.:  

♦ All “ ” components on the left must be comparatively small, e.g.:  

♦ All “ ” components on the right must be comparatively large, e.g.:  

♦ The character “ ”, whether standing by itself or forming part of a character, must not be in 
the shape of a square “  ” but a trapezium “ ” with the top always wider than the bottom, 
e.g.:  
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♦ All the components, “  ”, “  ”, “  ”, “  ”, “ ”, “ ”, “ ” and “ ” must be big 
enough to cover the bottom component, e.g.:  

 

♦ All the bottom components “ ”, “ ”, and “ ” must be big enough to support the top 
component, e.g.:  

♦ All the components “ ”, “ ”, “ ” and “ ” must be big enough to hold all the strokes 
of the other component, e.g.:  



写好汉字的方法—How To Write Chinese Characters: Page 6 of 12 

Stroke Order of Characters 

字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
啊 a  
爱 ài  
安 ān  
按 àn  
八 bā  
把 bă  
爸 bà  
吧 ba  
白 bái  
百 băi  
斑 bān  
办 bàn  
半 bàn  
帮 bāng  
报 bào  
北 bĕi  
备 bèi  
本 bĕn  
比 bĭ  
笔 bĭ  
边 biān  
遍 biàn  
表 biăo  
别 bié  
病 bìng  
播 bō  
不 bù  
歩 bù  
部 bù  
才 cái  
彩 căi  
参 cān  
操 cāo  
查 chá  
差 chà  
常 cháng  
厂 chăng  
场 chăng  

字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
唱 chàng  
车 chē  (或: ) 

衬 chèn  

城 chéng   
(或: ) 

吃 chī  
出 chū  
楚 chŭ  
穿 chuān  
船 chuán  
窗 chuāng  
床 chuáng  
春 chūn  
词 cí  
次 cì  
从 cóng  
锉 cuò  
答 dá  
打 dă  
大 dà  
带 dài  
但 dàn  
导 dăo  
到 dào  
道 dào  
得 de  
的 de  
等 dĕng  
地 dì  
弟 dì  
第 dì  
典 diăn  
点 diăn  
店 diàn  
电 diàn  
定 dìng  
东 dōng  
冬 dōng  
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字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
懂 dŏng  
动 dòng  
都 dōu  
度 dù  
锻 duàn  
对 duì  
队 duì  
多 duō  
儿 ér  
二 èr  
发 fā  
法 fă  
翻 fān  
饭 fàn  
方 fāng  (或: ) 

访 făng   
(或: ) 

放 fàng   
(或: ) 

飞 fēi  
分 fēn  
丰 fēng  
风 fēng  
夫 fū  
服 fú  
复 fù  
该 gāi  
干 gān  
感 găn  
刚 gāng  
钢 gāng  
高 gāo  
告 gào  
哥 gē  
歌 gē  
个 gè  
给 gĕi  
跟 gēn  

字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
公 gōng  
工 gōng  
共 gòng  
鼓 gŭ  
故 gù  
刮 guā  
挂 guà  
关 guān  
观 guān  
馆 guăn  
惯 guàn  
广 guăng  
柜 guì  
国 guó  
果 guŏ  
过 guò  
孩 hái  
汉 hàn  
好 hăo  
号 hào  
和 hé  
黑 hēi  
很 hĕn  
红 hóng  
候 hòu  
后 hòu  
户 hù  
护 hù  
花 huā  
画 huà  
话 huà  
欢 huān  
还 huán  
黄 huáng  
回 huí  
会 huì  
火 huŏ  (或: ) 

或 huò  
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字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
机 jī  
积 jī  
极 jí  
几 jĭ  
季 jì  
技 jì  
加 jiā  
家 jiā  
假 jià  
架 jià  
间 jiān  
检 jiăn  
件 jiàn  
建 jiàn  
见 jiàn  
讲 jiăng  
角 jiăo  
叫 jiào  
教 jiào  
觉 jiào  
较 jiào  
接 jiē  
街 jiē  
节 jié  
姐 jiĕ  
解 jiĕ  
介 jiè  
借 jiè  
界 jiè  
今 jīn  
斤 jīn  
近 jìn  
进 jìn  
京 jīng  
经 jīng  
净 jìng  
静 jìng  
九 jiŭ  

字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
就 jiù  
旧 jiù  
局 jú  
剧 jù  
句 jù  

军 jūn    
(或: ) 

开 kāi  
看 kàn  
科 kē  
可 kĕ  
刻 kè  
客 kè  
课 kè  
空 kōng  
口 kŏu  
苦 kŭ  
块 kuài  
快 kuài  
况 kuàng  
来 lái  
篮 lán  
蓝 lán  
览 lăn  
劳 láo  
老 lăo  
了 le  
冷 lĕng  
离 lí  
礼 lĭ  
里 lĭ  
力 lì  

炼 liàn   
(或: ) 

练 liàn  
凉 liáng  
两 liăng  
辆 liàng  
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字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
烈 liè  
零 líng  
领 lĭng  
留 liú  
六 liù  
楼 lóu  
录 lù  
路 lù  

旅 lü̆  
(或: ) 

妈 mā  
马 mă  
吗 ma  
买 măi  
卖 mài  
慢 màn  
忙 máng  
毛 máo  
冒 mào  
么 me  
没 méi  
每 mĕi  
妹 mèi  
门 mén  
们 men  
面 miàn  
民 mín  
名 míng  
明 míng  
目 mù  
哪 nă  
那 nà  
南 nán  
男 nán  
难 nán  
呢 ne  
能 néng  
你 nĭ  

字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
年 nián  
念 niàn  
您 nín  
努 nŭ  
女 nü̆  
暖 nuăn  
爬 pá  
排 pái  
乓 pāng  
跑 păo  
朋 péng  
片 piàn  
票 piào  
乒 pīng  
苹 píng  
七 qī  
期 qī  
骑 qí  
齐 qí  
起 qĭ  
气 qì  
汽 qì  
铅 qiān  
前 qián  
钱 qián  
墙 qiáng  
清 qīng  
情 qíng  
请 qĭng  
庆 qìng  
秋 qiū  (或: ) 

球 qiú  
去 qù  
让 ràng  
热 rè  
人 rén  
认 rèn  
日 rì  
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字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
容 róng  
赛 sài  
三 sān  
色 sè  
山 shān  
商 shāng  
上 shàng  
少 shăo  

烧 shāo  
(或: ) 

绍 shào  
社 shè  
舍 shè  
设 shè  
身 shēn  
什 shén  
声 shēng  
生 shēng  
师 shī  
十 shí  
时 shí  
食 shí  
使 shĭ  
始 shĭ  
世 shì  
事 shì  
士 shì  
室 shì  
市 shì  
是 shì  
视 shì  
试 shì  
收 shōu  
手 shŏu  
书 shū  
舒 shū  
熟 shú  
术 shù  

字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
树 shù  
谁 shuí  
水 shuĭ  
睡 shuì  
说 shuō  
思 sī  
四 sì  
送 sòng  
宿 sù  
诉 sù  
他 tā  
她 tā  
太 tài  
谈 tán  (或: ) 

堂 táng  
糖 táng  
躺 tăng  
特 tè  
疼 téng  
踢 tī  
提 tí  
题 tí  
体 tĭ  
天 tiān  
跳 tiào  
听 tīng  
庭 tíng  
同 tóng  
头 tóu  
图 tú  
外 wài  
完 wán  
玩 wán  
晚 wăn  
为 wèi  
喂 wèi  
文 wén  
问 wèn  
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字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
我 wŏ  
握 wò  
屋 wū  
五 wŭ  
午 wŭ  
舞 wŭ  
息 xī  
西 xī  
习 xí  
系 xì  
下 xià  
夏 xià  
先 xiān  
现 xiàn  
箱 xiāng  
想 xiăng  
相 xiàng  
小 xiăo  
校 xiào  
笑 xiào  
些 xiē  
写 xiĕ  
谢 xiè  
新 xīn  
星 xīng  
行 xíng  
兴 xìng  
休 xiū  
学 xué  
雪 xuĕ  
言 yán  
颜 yán  
演 yăn  
样 yàng  
药 yào  
要 yào  
也 yĕ  
业 yè  

字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
一 yī  
医 yī  
衣 yī  
以 yĭ  
已 yĭ  
椅 yĭ  
义 yì  
意 yì  
易 yì  
译 yì  
谊 yì  
音 yīn  
应 yīng  
英 yīng  
迎 yíng  
影 yĭng  
用 yòng  
邮 yóu  
友 yŏu  
有 yŏu  
语 yŭ  
雨 yŭ  
育 yù  
预 yù  
元 yuán  
员 yuán  
园 yuán  
远 yuăn  
院 yuàn  
乐 yuè  
月 yuè  
阅 yuè  
运 yùn  
杂 zá  

再 zài   
(或: ) 

在 zài  
脏 zāng  
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字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
早 zăo  
怎 zĕn  
展 zhăn  
站 zhàn  
张 zhāng  
掌 zhăng  
找 zhăo  
照 zhào  
者 zhĕ  
这 zhè  
着 zhe  
真 zhēn  
针 zhēn  
整 zhĕng  
正 zhèng  
支 zhī  
知 zhī  
只 zhĭ  
纸 zhĭ  
志 zhì  
治 zhì  
中 zhōng  
钟 zhōng  

字 拼音 笔顺 (Stroke Order) 
重 zhòng  
主 zhŭ  
住 zhù  
助 zhù  
注 zhù  
准 zhŭn  
桌 zhuō  
子 zĭ  
字 zì  
自 zì  
走 zŏu  
足 zú  
最 zuì  
昨 zuó  
作 zuò  
坐 zuò  

 


